‘SISTERS OF THE WILDERNESS’ LAUNCHES OUTREACH AND AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT
PROGRAMME ON SATURDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER,
IN CELEBRATION OF WORLD RHINO DAY & SOUTH AFRICA’S HERITAGE MONTH
Sisters of the Wilderness, the social impact feature-length documentary, which recently won
best South African Feature Documentary at the Durban International Film Festival and
qualifies for an Oscar consideration, is the foundation for an outreach and audience
engagement programme that will use multiple communication platforms to raise
awareness, inspire, communicate and engage audiences worldwide.
The outreach programme launches on World Rhino Day (22 September) at schools near
Hluhluwe-iMfolozi where the film is set, with another screenings in Somkhele at the
Isolesizwe Film Festival, scheduled for Heritage Day on 24 September. These screenings are
followed by screenings in the midlands communities that are home to the main characters
in the film, with the first being at the Midlands Community College on 25 September.
The film, which follows the healing and transformation journey of five young Zulu women in
the wilderness, is set in South Africa’s iconic and highly important natural and cultural
heritage gem, the Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park, in KwaZulu-Natal. It highlights the threat to this
valuable wilderness and its wildlife - the rhino, elephant and other species.
“We chose to launch our impact programme on South Africa’s Heritage Month and World
Rhino Day because these two occasions are closely related to the themes in the film and to
the project social impact goals,” says project Creator and Producer, Ronit Shapiro of One
Nature Films.
“It is very important for us to start the programme in the communities bordering the
Hluhluwe-iMfolozi park since one of our key impact goals is to help in the efforts to save the
iMfolozi Wilderness from the threat of illegal hunting and unsustainable mining,” adds
Ronit.
“We believe that communities can play a major role in the efforts to protect South Africa’s
natural and cultural heritage, and we hope that through the film and a facilitated discussion
after the screening, young people and community members will be empowered to get
involved and find solution to issues affecting them and wild nature in their surroundings.”
Each screening will be facilitated by local community members who have many years of
experience in education, community engagement and are actively working in areas related
to the themes in the film: women empowerment and wilderness conservation.
“We worked closely with these facilitators during the film production and provided them
with specific materials for the facilitation sessions. They bring to the audience engagement a
wealth of knowledge and wisdom from their day to day work as educationalists, wilderness
/ nature guides, and cultural advocates,” explains Shapiro.

The screenings will be followed up by an interactive discussion about the themes that the
film highlights. The audience will also be asked to fill out feedback questionnaires to help
with the impact evaluation.
In addition to the screenings in KwaZulu-Natal, the film is also joining the ‘Ignite Your Rights’
outreach tour, organised by the non-for-profit Sunshine Cinema, which uses free solarpowered interactive impact screenings to stimulate young people’s engagement. The tour
starts in South Africa in October and then continues on to communities in Zimbabwe,
Zambia and Malawi.
“We are in conversations with several other organisations in South Africa that work with
young people, and we are looking forward to enhance our outreach through collaborations
with like-minded organisations. We are also actively looking for funding and sponsors to
support our expanding programme. Anyone interested can contact us if they wish to get
involved.”
The film continues its film festival screenings in South Africa at the Cape Town International
Film Market and Festival, the Jozi film festival and the Mzansi Women Film Festival.
Screening Dates / Times:
Jozi Film Festival http://www.jozifilmfestival.com/
Sunday 30 September, 2pm, Olive Tree Theatre
Sunday 30 September, 8pm, Bioscope Independent Cinema
Cape Town International Film Market and Festival http://filmfestival.capetown/
Wednesday 10 October, 2pm, SK Nouveau 5
Saturday 13 October, 6pm, Nu Metro 4
Mzansi Women Film Festival October 26 – 28 screening times TBC
Trailer : https://vimeo.com/254099298
-ends
For additional information about Sisters of the Wilderness please contact:
South African Publicist – Sharlene Versfeld – sharlene@versfeld.co.za +27 (0)83 3263236
Creator / Producer, Ronit Shapiro
Email: ronitshapiro@btinternet.com
onenaturefilms@gmail.com Tel/ whatapp: +44 (0)7971 196446 Skype: ronit.shapiro

OR

International Sales – Evolutionary Films, Michael John michael@evolutionaryfilms.com Tel:
+44 208 215 3340
NOTES:
About One Nature Films:
One Nature Films is a social impact film production company based in London, UK, founded
by Ronit Shapiro in 2011. Our vision is to create engaging high quality films that inspire,
connect and make a difference. We believe in the power of film to make social and
environmental impact. One Nature Films has a deep-rooted passion for the environment,
the natural world and human society. Our name ‘One Nature’ reflects our belief in the
oneness of humanity and the interconnectedness of all things. We strive to be ethical and
socially responsible. One Nature, beyond film-making, is a social enterprise focused on the
wellness of people and the environment. Our aim is to bring about a positive social impact
in any project we develop.
Key Credits:
Film Director & Cinematographer: Karin Slater
Project Creator / Producer: Ronit Shapiro
Executive Producers: Ken and Liz Whitney, Antonia Bothner, Ronit Shapiro
Editor: Anja Bombelli
Composer: Ian Arber
Production Company: One Nature Films
Social Media Links:
The project’s website: www.sistersofthewilderness.com
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Sistersofthewilderness/
Twitter https://twitter.com/WildSisters16
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/sistersofthewilderness/
https://www.instagram.com/onenaturefilms/?hl=en
YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iA7UcUauAkk&t=2s
Indiegogo 2017 https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/sisters-of-the-wilderness-part-2social-impact/x/14796140#/
Indiegogo 2016 https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/sisters-of-the-wildernessleadership#/
Highlights from the film’s sound track https://m.soundcloud.com/ianarber/sisters-of-thewilderness-suite-2

